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Bus iness Q‘ a‘r hs. . WAS OURED OF DEANESS AND | rfrom the werk “The Vermout Brigede in he | while his lelt followed  the conrse of 19th corps, and our Sd and first divisions tore through bis shoulders aud lungs, Sheriden's arrival, rode out on hormeback |
KINGSL F\T' Dentist Catarch by a simple remedy, ‘and will sond Ehepnndomb Valley ™) Orook's line, geting 1»--l“?fvn his u'nrl.-q were num?mwelj attacked aod orerpuw-,b‘ril;‘mgh!mllnﬂl_f.lo the . Won- to i t. As Ke wis reconnoitering
H NGRLEY, ifist, L ike reculvn tres, Addie ) CEDAR CREEK. and the eveek, and connecting with Whar- ered by Early's now couceutrated wrmy. | derful to relate, he lived until evening.and  with a field glass, he was brought to the
v MIDULEBURY, VI WER B N SROREET, e S i | ton's division, which had meanwhile cros- | They were lost to sur sight in the fog, | died rejoicing at our nctu-rz‘ . Heiswell ud, seriously wounded in his jous
- e T (9w1) I'bie mow historie strontn & bich gave ita ] god the oresk u little below the 1urupih~|||ut we could hiear the noise of their bat- | remem every member of our bri- f;v:nlbﬂmu left log, and dissbled for
V. SPAULDING, .-\tlf:rnej- snd Wil ulange iy clord | uatie to the romarkable battle wl.ivh_ 14 bridge.  Early himself, with Kershaw's' tle, and we kuew that they were fightiog | gade, which fought at his side !'or:munlln. "
Fa ’#\:(.m'lor. and Solivitor |ﬂn‘:-:';.;-l“;;f“-‘ T 'THE lﬂs]ﬁ [ﬂl] huair or ]:!nl 16 & parma the s pbj.-pl m- |.||n present i'h‘lpll‘r sa' hl‘gﬂ dividion, wis near the bridge  with | dmprrnlpl_f Noarl every field officer yenrs, and he was so miuoh beloved and | While thus wlil.ing for the complete
- '11_._ _ ! et \ pent black oe Lrown. It | shallow, rapid river, p..rhu‘m thirty yurds gepillory planted on the hills. roady to in the st division (Wheston's) was killed | respected by his own men that it seemed [ relbemetion of tha ariny, sulkily, and t is
WM. N. PLATT flomiais e ety Anvoms can us it (el wide, flowing sceross the Upper Shenan. | oross 0% soon 85 Crook showld be swept or wounded. Ueneral Ricketts, in com- | impossible gul that they would now give to be feared profunely growli th
DR ) L sent by mail for 81, Address . . - . (] . ¢ G poss p g pro I ng over the
v » R NGt coNg Co, donh Valley, just where it debouches info | agide. while his cavalry wero ou the back | mand of the corps, was wounded slmost | up the contest, when [isatenant Colonel | defeat in detail which we had experien-
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imembered, from  Cedar
| Potomne unites the width of the Upper|
diean cxcullont article of wrane ) Valley and the Luray,  The Shenandoah | (e samtenced ; very early, probubly be.
i | hére sweeps rotind the base of the roeky fore 4 o'clock, we were aroused by a

the Lower Valloy, which, it will he re.

Ureek  to the

and precipitons Massannutten mountain,
hugging its foot and turning to the east
with w sharp vight angle, st the very

[rond fur awny to the west near the Little

North mountains.
It wos at this lstter point that the bat-

dropping firc of musketry in that sdirec.
tion, at one time guite considerable in
smonnt, bt as it diminished soon we

mortally, The 10th Vi, in the 3d divi-
sion, went back a long distance after com-
mencing its retreat, in the fuce of the
lenden rain, to recapture and save a bat-
tery from which the horses had baen shot,
dragging off its guns by band. Twenty-
four eannon had now been lost, and the

rench, of the 77th New York, next in|ced, not in the least d to
cominand, shouted “Don't run till the admit that our division had been whi {
Vermouters do!" and with a cheer of des- | in fuot n little proud of what we had al-
peration his troops sprang forward, reach. | rendy done, and expecting the rebel
ing their first position on the crest. The |charge which we grew more and more
astonished rebels formed in rows behind | confident we should repulse, we heard
the trees for protection, and the files were | choers behind us on the pike. We were
enemy had hardly heen checked for a | forced to swing first to the east und then | astounded. There we stood, driven four

the commnnd being advaneed guite u dis
| tanee fur:g, to the eover of :ul broken
|‘Il'dll y Lit seve ll.l“.
|trees. French was mﬁn n oapital spot
1marljr up with us, and wo woere still un-
to soe the regiments on our right.
Officors sent over the hill to reconnoitre
found a rebel line of bhattle nnd o seotica
of their artillery nearly on the prolongs.
tion of our line, und it was considered
| thut we should bo doing extremely well
iil we were ablo to hold our then position,
{ being it will be remembered, the extreme
(left of the army, with a heavy force of the
encmy in our frout, and even extendi
acroms the pike where we had naw:s
troops excopt a regiment or so of Colovel
i Kiwhen:dunltu od “provisional" train
g'lll!ﬂ. and some ﬂ'ﬂf’ .
| 'I'Imrufnr’;- we kept concealed s much
as was gonsistent with expending the full
| fifty rounds ofmlluti?i:: consumed in
| the pext balf hour, the rebel fire mean.
' while being so hot that we could not car-
Lry off our wounded or send for more car-
tridges, At Inst, however, the excellence
of Sheridau's plan was proved ; Warner's
left was ngain advancing, and with o
cheer we made a finnl charge against the
walls before us. The ememy faced our
advance but for & moment, and then fled
in confusion ; we pursued faster and fhst-
er, only stopping to hastily 611 our ear-

apex of which it receives the waters of wrapped ourselves again in onr hlankets
Cednr Creek, coming from a prolongation apd resumed  our sleep, fully confident
of the new direction of the river The (that our pickets conld take care of the

tridge hoxes with captured ammunition ;
the retrest hecame a stampede, the pur-
siit beoame a rockloss ¢ , and with
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' Hill, and even more nudacious,

turnpike from Winchester to Stounton
croases the creek abont a4 mile shove its
junction with the Shensndoah,
town is two miles this side of the bridge ;
Strasburg two miles beyond it
haps three hundred feet high, rise
irregularly ou esch wide of the ereek
The army was [fucing south; tieneral
Crook's command Iny on the left of the
turnpike, ocoupying several hills which
overrmkmi the junction of theftwn streams,
their pickets protecting the left flank of
the srmy, though without watching suf-
ficiently the fords of the rivers
19th corps was across the pike on Urook’s
right, on other hills nlong the hither sile
of the creek ; the Gth corps was next in
line, and the last of the infantry ; Getty's
2d division, on the extreme right of all,
being refused so that it faced westerly ;
the cavalry corps lay out right and  be-|

(hind us; pickets from our division  wers

fonr miles from cump, goarding, w con-
uection with the envalry, the line of the
ereek clear noross tha valley

theners] Wright being now o
wiand of the army, Genernl Ricketts sue.
ceaded to the commaud of the corps

Our position was o good  one, and
far as human l'uh'sighl voudd |r.|-'ls, ETi
one, though perbaps oo mueh relinoee
Wi~ Ill‘.‘l'!’ll o the demoeraligation of' the
encmy.  In Haokiog it Generdl Barly
u'|1||»f:!-| Sheridan’s tacties at Fislior's
Hill, where the same Sth Carps thut  was

a4

et attavked aod routerd heve by elimb-

ing the mountain side, bhsd turued  (he
line which Farly sssumed his men vould
by no possibility be Hanked.  The suc.
eesaful attack of Early st Cedar Croek
was us sdmiruble us our owp ot Fisher's
as it ju-
volved the double fording of & rapid river
to commence with, and the certuinty of|
complele destruction o eise ol tnilure

It hos nlwu'\-.s heen  somewhat of a
wystery where Early obtuined the troops
with which be fought this battle. The
previous engngements had cost him  tally
twelve thousind woen Aors dw combar, ine
cluding prisoners, aod us many wors i
stragglers  Kershaw's divistion, however
which hud retived through the Lursy Val-
ley, had bwen vecalled, and Pegram's
division had joined him, entire,  from
l.ﬂllg‘!'r!'t‘"ﬁ ol The scofterncd rem-
uants of other divisions had beon eolleets
ed Tromn their hiding places in the forests
and the mountsine, 1 i= cerlain,
thut u lnrgo hody eatimnted by s Draid” |
at from twelve to fifteen thonsand  more,

lind Dien enisedd by the last ventless  con-

Iu'rilllillll in the vicinity of Gordonsville
amd L\'Iln‘hinlt';‘: I aEsertid
that muny of theso wen were without

lins  heen

us it may appear, many of  while far in the rear we heard the strag.

'reconuoisanes or whatever it might be,
Middle- |
Hills,

The!

tamping ground, making, as mentioned a-

that time. Captain O, J. Lewis, of the |utterly unable to describe the universal
11th Vermont, an exeeedingly enreful | eonfasion and dismay that we encounter.
officor. was in churge of our extrame|ed. Wagons and ambulances lumberin
right reserve post, and Colonel Foster, of hither and thither in disorder; pac
the 4th Vermont, wie field officer df the  horses led |'.|‘§lr I'rig-hu-nmi 'mtllmtl‘!. Or wun-
|lll\'.

ncross the plain io the rear of the late | until, nmnr
ly

| them actuilly surrende themselves as | glers snd Lhospital bummers, aud the gun.

| Ihe fow prisoners roported lost from the | bove, for the high ground near the fike.*priwnon; two of these were killed to- less artillerymen actually cheering ax
brigade in the duy’s battle worn taken ut | the prospect was dreary enough. 1 am|gether, fur bohind onr line, by the same | though a victory had boen won, Wa could

rebel shell.

hardly believe our ears,
Thus our position was for the second

The explanation soon came, in the ap-
time left unvexed. At about this time parition which Buchanan Read's ax yet
| General Getty loarned of the serious | cmbryonio, hut now well-known pmlll.mn

| wound of General Ricketts, which left made familiar. As the sturdy, fioery Sher.
The eavalry on his right wete de- | dering at their own free will ; erowds of |

him in command of the corps.  He there- idan, ou hiy sturdy, Bery stoed, flaked

reived by the stale trick of an attack and | officers and men, some shod and some | fore turned over the division to (eneral with foum from his two hours’ mad ullop-

u foigued rotreat, leaving their posts to | barefoot, many of them coatless and hat-
follow. A larger foree instantly passed | less, few without their riflos, but all rush.
through the gap and foll with o yell upon l ing wildly to the rear - onths snd blows
the rear of the iufuntey reserves; the [alike powerless to halt them ; a cavalry
gronter purt of them eseaped, and after | regiment, stretched across the field, unable
s rapid dotour towards our camp, deploy-|ta stem the torrent ; and added to the
ed into s vude skirmish line and still eov- | confusion and  consternation the frequent
ered the corps, keeping np u freo fight on | sight of blood, ambulances, wagons, men,
their awn acconnt wntil they  knew  from | stained and dripping, with here and there
the sound of the battle bohind them that | a corpae ; while the whistling bullets and
our army bnd left its ground, wheo they | the shrieking shell told that the enem

ekme juand participated in the final | knew  their advantage and their ground.
charge of the day [t wus u sight that might well have de-

Grant, though be still watched ity move-  ing, wheeled from the pike and dushed
ments, the 1st and 8d divisions being far down the lin¢, our division also hroke
out of reach, no longer “confronting the forth into the most tumultuous applause.
enemy.” Lieutenant Colonel Amasa 8. Ardent Gonoral Custer first stopped the
Tracy, of the 2d Vermont, was now in wonderful Inspirer, and kissod him befors
commund of the brigade an its senior of: his men. Tix next hult was bofore our
ficer, Colonel Foater not having as yet|own brignde. Such a scene as his pres-
coma in from the picket line. ence produced and such emotions sy it

The two repulses thus inflictod upon | awoke cummot he realized once in a cen:
the enemy must have annoyed him terri- tury. Ali ontward manifestations were
bly. He had previously ronted all the s enthus astic as men are capable of ex-
rest of our infantry, and had good reason libiting; oheers seemed to come from
to expect no further hubor but pursuit. throats of bras, aud eaps were thrown to

The ularm ereitod by this little sfuir | moralized the O Guard of the first Na-
Liadd wlmost subsided, when o anllen  ronr| poleon,
of musketry, dull at tivst, but only too|  As our division reached Meadow Run, |
easily interpreted, arose from the distant| (a brancl of Cedar Creek) & desp hrook
lefv. Tt wus the chiurge of the enemiy il that annoyed un continually during the
solid lines, without skirntishers, upon the | operntions of the day, we reseived a fire |
works ol Genersl Cipok . When the fie| from the enemy’s skirmishers in  piece |
ing began, Karly at onee oproed with bis | of woods near hy, which compelled Gen. |

Lortillery frow seross the  oreek, thus| Getty to abandon his inteution of reach- | heuvy columns marching upon the caval.

ruising b doubit ws to the veal point of ut- ing the pike and to Ko into line on the |
tnek.  Urook’s brigades vould wot even | immedinte left of the first division, a lit: |
uttempl to maintain (e ]llhihuh oy lhn!ir!lh- to ity rear The 5th and Gth Ver.|
integrity | the enciny eaptured the pickets | mont, under command of Maj. Eooch E, |
who did naot five 2 shot, rushed upon the | Johuson, of the 2d. then commanding the |
main line, whicl was tivst moole aware of | 5th, and  Maj. Walker's battalon of the |
the attack by o foll volley  poured ioto | 11tk Vi, were ordered lorward to clear
their cump, uod 0 wes eapidly crowded | the woods Promptly deploying as skir-
towards the west  The men sprang from | mishers, they advanced for the time suo-
their tents aud fed without boots or cloth- sessfully, resching the further edge of the
ing save what they bad worn through the | forest and balting under cover of the trees,
night | the very fents were pulled off|so far to the front that thev were much |
fram some s they lay in their blaukets; | unnoyed by the fire of our own batteries

many with  soldierly  instiner  placed | from behind the division. The position
themselves without onders  lwhind the | was u good one, aud & continuous line was
breast-works, oaly 10 find  themselyves urranged covering completely the whole

flanked and tuken i reverse tle by dile,
vaeh suevessively by the whole rebel col-
e sk o simply time coongh for the
eneny an his inpetuois charge (o pass
aver the gronnd covered by the “Army
of Western Vieginn," that whole coms-
mand was o diserganiasd, routed, demor-

division front. ns, for the Grst time
during the day the enemy was opposed
hy the regular formation of & skirmish |
line masking u line of battle.  Still, the |
skirmishers in the coufusion and the fog!
fenred thut there might yot remnin some |
' ¢ v~ | of our own troaps in their front, und be-
ahigwd, territied  mob ol tigitives, their ing glmost literally in the dark, 1ll‘l'lil'lﬂi|
canf puipage feft behiod, oficors and | ghont openiog fre. At lust & scattered |
el all rushing o the rear in reckless | lige was dimly seen approaching through |
dishabille.  Tr was not alterwanl seen a8 | the wist which felt no sueh hesitution, |
an organieation during the entire day | giving us a volley which ut ouve convine-|

That these wen were brave no one | wl us that the skirmishers of the enemy
doubts ; their previons brilliant conduet | wope upon us.  Their progress was stop- |

had winply shown it - but a night suprise, ped without difficulty, but a double line!
totnl and terrific, is o trying for the ]

The attack was at once resumed, however, the tops of seactering vaks ; but beneath
this time upon Warner more especially, and yet superior to these noisy demonstras
though involving our t regiments tions, there wes in every heart a revul-
somewhut.  They were checked for a sion of fecling, nud a pressure of emotion,
time, and on the poxt morning the slaugh. beyond deseription.  No wmore  doubt or
ter of rebels in front of this position was  chunge for doubt existed ; we were sufe,
soen to have bheen terrible.  But their perfectly and uwnconditionally sufe, and
whole urmy was now up.  We could see every mun know it
When our grecting hisd somewhit sih-
ry on our left, while Warner was struck sided, Colonel Trucy, the first man in the
upon his unprotected flank, and a line of corps to address him, rode up, hat in hand
rebels even came upon his rear, At this saying, “General, we're glad to see you”
time, Farly baving now men enough in. “Well, by Gi—. I'm glad to bo hore,” ex.
position to hag our stubboru little Ei\'i.u- cluimed the General, *What troops are
ion entire if we longer maintained our these 7" “Sixth corps ! Vermont brigade!”
stubbornness, General Getty sent word to was shouted from the ranks,  His answer
Grant to withdraw unless he saw some es- was as prompt ;@ “All right! We're all
pecisl reason for remining. The order right! We'll have our camps by night !
was handsomely executed. A full line and he galloped on.  So soon had he de-
of' rebles took possession of our hill al- termined to defeat the enemy.  He soon
most the very moment we left it, but for wet General Wright, and “suggested that
some resson they did vot see fit to pursue we would fight on Getty's line," sending
us except with scattering bullets, After us word meanwhile that Getty's division
retiring shout balf a mile we halted in an | had out doue itself that morning.
old road just west of Middletown, where| [t was now about noon. The next hour
we remained for perhaps tweoty minutes, wos spent by the General in  riding
Not finding other troops in the vicinity, through the whole command, confirming
however, and the position being of no val- \\'rigﬁt's disposition=, and inspiriting the
ue, Grant threw forward Cuptain Wales troops by his presenco wud his words, Ile
with the 2d Vermont us skinmishers to, thus surveyed the entire fleld, and felt
cover our rotreat, and the division coolly that he was master of the position. Gen.
marched in lioe of battle a mile further eral Wright, Gienera] Getty, and Gieneisl
to the rear, when we found a position that Uiraut returned to their commands, Cus-
General Getty considered suitable to ter’s cavalry wus ugain moved hy our
form upon. We therefore faced to the rear to the right of the avmy.  About 1
front aguin while ke ordered the other w'clock the Vermont hrigade was hastily
divisions, then still further to the rear, to taken through the woods to i point in rear
conform to the movements of his own, of the 10th GOrpE, wheros the CNemy were
It was then about 10 A, M., und Far- pressing, but the attuek was easily re-
Iy now lost the opportunity which wight pulsed without our as<istunee.  Then we

marade of the best yoops in the world to

of infuntry was soon made out moving! huve given him complete success, Io the returned to o little spot where we were

tumultuous ehecrs and throbbing hearts
we erowded the motley mob before ns, on
andd on over the miles of hill and plain te
the banks of Cedar oreck.  Our forma-
tion was entirely lost, bt we had the or-
guuigation andl enthusiasm of ized
sutoess ; every man folt that it would not
do to allow the enemy to rally on this
| sidde of the stream 3 the fron was present.
ly occupied by flags alone, w= the more
heavily loaded troops beenine unable to
keep up with the onergetic  oolor-ser-
geants | the stroug cavalry force on onr
distant right were secn charging down the
field ; the rebols obligued confusedly and
(1o uncontrollable  dismay toward the
turnpike uid bridge ; 4 fine atlempt wis
{made to organize w last resistance on the
hills that crowned the creck, but atter «
| feeble volley the line melted away; o
Inst battery Fuved ue with & round of cau.
|ister, bat in vain ; wo saw the flag that
| followed Sheridun, a white star on n red
above a red <tir on the white, flnshing iv
the Lont and conter ol the srmy, literally
leading it fo victory; the regimenta
stundand bearers vied with such otherin s
leagar steife to be frat in the works of
(the morning, every hrignde iu the arng
'mfterward olaiming the distivetion, ow
own brigade cortainly not with the least
ground ol sy ; aud s at last we muuned
the entronchments of the 19th corps,
while the foe toiled up the other baok of
Cedur creck and hastily formoed a banle
e sutside our muskel range.

Artillvry camne up on the gallop aud
opened vigorously. Geweruls exchnuged
congratulations with cach other and theis
troops.  Sheridun's promise wos fultilled
again, for we had o camps as the eve
ning fell.

It is perhups not sarprisingthat sareus-
tic cheers and impudent questions ron.
cerning the distance to Harpea's Ferry,
and the probabilities of nu early mail sa-
luted a few of General Crook's officers,
who followed to witness our suecess, The
feeling was prevalent and not unreasons
hle that we were indebted to them aloue
for our day’s work, with the terrible dis-
comfiture of the morning; but we were
afterwards convinced that they had done
what they could,

Sheridun was not satisfled even vei
{Juster was crdered to pursue the enemy
still further. We saw in the twilight
the regiments he had selected, being the
Ist Vermont und the Sth New York env-
alry, erosa the creek at o ford a wile
abuve the bridge, then gradoally deploy
and climb the hill in an extended line;
volley awnited them at its summit whick
was like a bluze of fire in the darkness,
but the brave horsemen did not falter.and

forward in perfect array, the front line hishl after this sume day, tiencral Sheri- coneealed frow the encmy's view, bt

LS gresiiy rednind prioe G firing heuvily as they came, evidently!dan's cavalry pursued the routed enemy from which we coull ina moment reach

! o muskets, hoping to gather urme on  the sarvive, thut volley was the last,
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- Will b e My B The leesi gt imul pmisdy Wil

field in onr anficipated vout.  Prohably,
however, but few uoarmed men were i
the enemny's lines, A letrer from Rich-
moud 10 8 paper further south st the time
in gquestion suys that the force thus cou-
centrated was “good for” L0000 men,
pud thut 15,000 peserves were to he  ecals
led out,  This however, wne u grently
exaggerated estimate,  Sheridan had re-
retved no reenforeements, und we  coulid
ot have had 25,000 men “present for
duty equipped,” ineludivg the cavalry,
which did nothing until evening  Early
must have had 20,000 infautry st the
very loast, His plan was to pttack us in

Wil stiteh, Loks, totl, vack, quiie- | detail and rout our divisions suecessively | naclens on which to reform Crook’s com-

from tha left. We shall sec that he
succeeded uptil be reached the lust  divi
sion in the line, Getty's, which Bheriday
truly says was the only  division of the
wfantry which “confronted the enemy
from the first nitack in the morning autil
the battle was decided,

Fvery circunmstance, save the ditheulty
of the grouwd, favored Karly's project
The vight wus utterly durk, the morning
chilly and rmw, cwing to dease fog whieh
did net 1ift uotil 9 o'clock, sud complete-
Iy veiled ull the movements of the enemy
whereas the position of o camps  had
been previously carefully studied and
wapped by his officers from  the summit
of the three-top wountain  Between the
huse of the wountain aud the Shenundosh
river, there was space amid  the debris
for a wagon road and & thes dismautled
railroad lending Trom lenshm'g to Frow
Royval,  The river was crossed nesi that
villnge at dark on the 151k by the divis-
ions of Giordon. Pegram, and Ramsour
which at once commenced  enntionsly
pickiog their way down the rugged ronl
and the ruilrond, no olficer mounted, iu
the darkoess and forest wnd fog, wntil
they veached what is known ss Howmun's
Ford, outside of Creok’s furthesi prekots,
Powell's cavulry division was stil) furihor
down the river opposite Frout Royalunid
out of  rench |‘{ld the tord  bwetwoen
Crook uned Powell biswn earetully protest
ed, it i probable that  the saprise conld
not have taken [l|l|'!'- It Iiul‘ Lseens sup-
posed and with grest vesson, that g
vight was the caemy’s only Toasible poing
off i\lsl!l’\l..ll']l

As the volamn veseched Bowmnn's Fort
i ngllih epogmed the ]rh'l\l-]i\gll e
doak wnd stole fn single e closs b o

The 1th corps acrose the pike had | supposing that a large force was stationed |
sprung to arms at the first sound of the | gur little forest ; and our akirmiuhen|
confliot the men for the most part leav-| o nuee Fni]ing back, as was their dtllj'.
ing their teuts and extra clothing ax they | rejoined their division, lesving several

to New Market without & halt ; but Ear- our old position in the lwe, and where we
Iy, after his victory of the morning, kind- (uictly waited for the oider to advanee.
Iy gave us three valuable hours in which Lu teo minates hadl'the mew, with gennine
to reform out seattered troops, without at- suldier nonchulanes, wore fast asleap.
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the tees of oire coutident putposts, until
at 4 A Mothe ey batthions had de oy -
ed, with tordon on the right complerely
(11 e‘llu'l'aillg Crook s eneampmiont

That they were thus periittod  delibie-
rately to make rru-l_\' for the charge
soens almost  incomprehousible The
videttes who should have given the alarm
aflerwards rolated that  they heard o
sound g of n going amid the  rustling
lmves through the night howrs, hur they
wore upable 1o comprehend s purport ;
it wan even reported wwong the other
portions of the srmy that Geoeral Gor-
dou wetaally reloived part ol Crook's
picket line, and then sent the wen as
prisouers Lo thuir rear

The direction of sttaik was west ; the
enewy's right was drawn ulp facing the
turnpike,reachiog far towards Middletown

stood, and Ii-rming ﬂll'il‘ lines like woldis |
ers.  One brigado under Colonel, sinro|
Hrigadier Goneral, and smow  Lioutenant
Giovernor Stephen H, Thomas, of the Sth
Vermont, which regiment it included,
was formed for the march ar the time the
fight commenced, having been ordered
out on an early reconnoisance ; it plung-
ed bt onee across the pike into the woois,
stemming the rout, mnd fucing the enemy.
Gencral Wright endeavored to use it as a

mand, pud so gain time 10 bring up the|
rest of the army to the strong  line of
the turnpike, but hix Bupes were  disup-
poited ; the Sth corps refised to rallyand |
i o few moments Thomss” hrigade was
swept bk avorpowered, retiving  sullen-
Iy ol lenving in the forest the largest
proportionite loss suflered by any hrignde
dnring the day

The attackivg  culumn having  now
reuched the [llLl'. l'::l"i_\ wt otee  erossed
the oreek with Koesshaw's division, and
wasumued corapumd in peran. He sttack- '
wd the TULh corps without delay That
Grganslion. was, ahove nentioned,
drawo up noats works, some of the troops
being setually formed on the reverse side
ol their entranchments Bt tiordon's
powertil right extonded tar o Emory's
venr : aud the Vil corps, jo turn fanked
und enfiladed, withough it oftered an or-
ganized wnd  cyergetic gesimaiion,  Was |
soon crushed by precenal sl Daigade |
after bripaks fled i
disorder

Greneral Waaght wed  Shevidion'= stad |
worked bruy ely and \ip«_--ruu-l}. --n-lrumr-g
ing to stop the rout sod reform the stoag- |
ghors, ihe gallan Genoral piding wonnded
over the tield, his bloeding face bound
with a haoberehivl Mt brasors -im'll_\'
could oot wrrest  the  toreent the nith
COTps Wiks ardered  du, Tait the  exoelleat
disposition of this eorps, amed the cavaley
el by Gleneral Wright, tailed of
sucoess throngh fack of v, and on ae-
ot ol the fog

Chetty s diviston, two wiles to the right
of Urook, heurd all this tiving with us- |
tonishment simply ;. we could only sup- |
P thit the stttk was i beont, Tor we
ARl wot devan it the position cotlil he
el o thie lelt, aml we I'\]lt‘i'll‘\i e
eisy populse of the enemy ;. still we in-
stantly styick |t.ll'tt'l| L\lllli!.‘lﬂl'k-".
Gortvsl o lines, amd were  peady
sy whan valled gy

A%

tirst Tosimg hewvily

ll!ll‘-

Ietlile,

10

The Bl sbivasion, thew the Lst, and Lostly
thie 2, al the Gtk akps In'illg now moved
by the teft Haok and by Ble lefh were
Aoy ily fut i the woy ol the charg-
Ing caluwin, vuch passing by the pear of
the procwding division sud  foming i
echelon on s Lol so that Getre's division
Izﬂ.ﬂ‘tﬂl to the loft of the s, endeavor-
ing to reach the high gronnd on the pike
nosur Middlatown,  The cavaley from our
right continued the =ame movemoent apd
possed us to our lefl and rer. Hat the
vight of the coemy’s column kapt sloug
the creek toward war right fauk, after
h"l'l.'!)ill‘ clear the entrenchiwents of the

wounded where they fell, !

Meanwhile Gien, Getty, formin
vision in two lines, had adnmé‘l neross |

tempting to prevent it, A gencral order

troops, recognizes his fuilure to properly

Sheridun's plin of Battle was ...m.-ll\iug

his di- | which he subsequently published to his 85 follows .

T throw lorward the vight, 19th corps

the run to the prolongation of the line| push his success, and says he wis unable and cavalry, striking the [eft of the cne-
held by the first division ; but that com- | to give the rapid pursuit he desiced, be- mmy and turning it, it possible | 1o oceupy
mand, at last routed in turn by the lma\f]] cause his men had so generally left their the rest of his line by a sharp attack, but
torce of the enemy thrown against it,broke | ranks to plunder our lfl:il.’l‘h‘d camps and especinlly to overwholin his left, the whole
in confusiou and fell buck, passing through | rifle the pockets of our dead and wound. army following the movement in o greand
the artillery of the corps. Getty was ed. The blame rests upon himself, for it left wheel.  With this view the Gith corps,
now left alone upon the field. Seeing a| was truly a sad state of disvipline which our left, was drawn up in one line, con-
strong semi-circular erest behind the run, | could not keep together, in the flush of siderably oxtended, while the 19th was
he foll hack sbout theee hundred ’Iﬂll| victory, u sufficient number of wen to fole massed in two Tines, irs fank \l'oigh!l'll l))'
wind oaceupied it with Lis division, throw- | low up & disorganized retreat ; his gallant the cavalry,
ing Warner's 1st brigade from the sec | army was pot alone iu fuult for this  Time was consumnd o making the
ond hue to the right of the division, in | shameful state of afairs which he repra. Bucessary dispositious wud in distributin
order to cover s much ground us possi- bates a0 bitterly,  And even if his infun- avimunition, =o that it was nearly 4 o™
Ble, tho Vermont (2d) brigede being in | try wers beyond his control, where was elock when the fow guns we had remain.
the centre on Wamer's left. and Bid-| his large cavalry force, .which had not | ing commenved theiv ante-battle salute,
well's (3d) brigade on Grant's left, War: | fired a gun excopt in their insignificant The challenge was promptly unswered,
ner sud Bidwell being partly covered byigkim.i..h with our pickets in the vurly aud at the appointed time  the whole line
woolds, hut onr own brigads being in | morning? Withont doubt the report was advanced against the enemy.  Their
an open field  Warner's brigade 'nlloormcl' which attributed 1o some of Gen. stragglers bad heen culleoted, their line
“in the wir,”" all cur troops in that direc- | eral Farly's brilliant young subordinates ' was well elosed np and strongly posted,
tion baving retived ; Bidwell's lefl con- | the inception of the wonderful plau, which aud their advance would soon have been
nected with a cavalry skirmish line, beud- | it is certain he left to them to exeeuts, | resumod had not vur army taken the in-
ing toward the rear. The position was ' and its sucoess, which his own feehle g | itintive, The long thin line of the Gth
on the whole an excellent one, however, | thority uud lack of energy were, by his| corps was thus hurled agaiust n very hes.
notwithstanding there were no works,! own coulession entirely ill!‘nmpﬁ.tﬂ;l po | vy line ol the enciy, covered throughout
walls, or fences, the men lying down just | pursue, or even to prmn:rw. by # sories of stone walls,
behind the top of the hill, while a few | The position seleoted by Goneral Getty Our own division was now the ouly one
skirmishers from esch regimon! were 8- wus hehind u long fence, for part of the iu our sight, the rest of the battle cum-
wuin sent forwand over the ridge. | way a stone wall, stretching west o mile mencing in the woods, So it happened
The assault was not loug delayed, The | or two trom the pike, seross ravives, and that a= Freoch’s brigade on Grant's left,
enemy charged in full line of battle! bayond our own division extonding into o treneral Bidwell being absent sud dying,
aguinst our hrigade, aod the loft of Wur- forest. 1t was evident that we could here crossed a long open field into the line of
nee's They pressed their advanee with | check the enemy's next advanee, apd fre that flamed from the wall before them,
great detormination, but it was uoavail- | probably could him ut bay until he should ' being ardered to move slowly us the pivot

ing and they pressntly retired avross the | should aguin outfiank us, ‘At the veryworst | of the army wheel, it staggered, and at|

run iuto the fog, which from this time be- we could make an organized retreat. (fem. | 1ast fell hack to its starting place, War-
gun to disappear.  Our shirmishers again | eral Wright now devoted himself to ar- uer’s truops, on our right, had obliqued
tollowed over the crest,  The rebels now | ranging the t on their new line, and | over o hill, where we could no longer see
concenirated o terrible fire of artillery up- | to our division Ehnp the ercdit of rens | them ; we were, therefore, forced to halt
ot our position, nod -h»ll-_ frow thirty guus, deriug the formation possible.  While we | behiod & fortunste wall, low, and just
flew, sereaming devilishly, over und had held the hill near Middletown so te- long enough to cover our brigade, where we
awoug ws.  The wen bugged the ground, psviously, Gieneral Wright had got 1o- Ol-n'lu:“l fire. Direetly in front of our po-
heing somewhat covered by the hill, and ' gothor the regiments of the 10tk amd | sition were o house, will, and other out-
awing to the cover thus abtaived, the loss of our 15t and 84 divisions, ‘,.ﬂ wow | Duildings, swarmiung with the enemy, our
natienoral Getty says, “was lighter  than | placed them on our right. forming u strong | only approach to which was aloug & nar-
conld be expected.” and defonsible line along which u rude | Tow road by ghu side of a little mill-pond
After n caunonade lusting for ball su | protection of earth and rails was at onee formed by a “dam seress our old annoy-
hour, our skirmishers sonounced anotber improvised.  He frequently  said that he | ance, Moadow Ruu,
charge and the men stood, or koelt rath- conld yet defent the enemy, and his staff  Freoeh's hroken lrigady, sueing that
er, to their guns. On the rebels came. have olaimed that he issued orders look- | we refused 1o vetive, rallied with very lit-

“Fvyery regiment to its camp of the
morning” was the order vext received,
und we joylully picked our way to ow
first position, Tent poles, rude tables,
tand rustic conches were found undisturb-
ed; a fow minutes wmore and everything
was as it had been twenty-four hours be-
fore, save in the abwence of the fallen
Fires woere lighted, and the excited men,
though weary, were more ready to discuss
and congratulate than to =leep; while
once and anon a quict party would sally
forth into the nignt to ind and save some
groaning sufferer,  The hodies of the Un-
100 troops left dead and wounded on the
field in our first retreat had bheen st
shamefully plundercd by the rebels, many
of them Inying naked on the geound wheu
ruuplumi

At perhups 10, . M., w0 cuvnlry
quaintence hurried into the camp, wod
from him we learncd the sequel ol the
day ; how Custar and Davies had pushed
the oavalry over Fisher's Hill aud were
still in pursuit ; how all our capturod
vaunon had been retaken, and pesyly vy
ery one of the enemy's guns had beeu
brought into camp by their own unwilliny
drivers; how prisoners were crowding in
by the hundreds, and the vacant space iu
front of Sheridan’s headquarters bl be
| come a corral, full of all sorts of plunder
Hin, gans, an:u.-s. and mules, upon whioh
he was wont for many days to look with
grim satistaction ; how a Vermont boy
had, single handed, eaptured a rebel gou
ersl, for which he sfterwards received »

welleearned  decoration, wively telling
Becrotary Stanton ut the time of its he
| stowal that the Johnies in the darknes
| ex ulated with him for mtertering with
| “the Geperal's” smbulanoe, wherent L
| “guessed the General was the very wau
(he wan looking for ;" how in fact the
i turnpike had been blocked wt the lovi of
Fisher's Hill, and three miles of’ wagon:
land guus were captured entire,

The defeat was utier and decisive <
fur as the Shenandoah Valley was o
jcarned.  Tts seoret wus simply Sheridun’s
| persous] magootism nod all-conqueriog ey
(ergy.  He felt no doubt, he wonld subrun
1o no defent, nud he took his army with
him as on & whiriwind

Goneral Girant well said with generous
eulogy, “thi= vivtory stumps Sheridan s
what 1 bave always thought of him  one

through the woods, straight against Bid-
well's line aud the left of Grant's, with o
vigor thut promised sueeess,  As they
resscdd us harder and harder, the lines
wing but a fow  yurds apart, Bidwell's
bt igade begau dogpedly to give way grad-
unily retreating step by step almost to the
foot of our little hil, of which the rehels
now oocupied the sununit, while the loft
fegimonts of Grint slso swung back, with-
out confusion, 1o maintuin the continuity
of the line, A panic for & moment soeni-
wdd 1o threaten the Gth and 11th Vermount,
but the bravery of the offioers at onee ro.
stored the cournge of the wmen, and they
guve and took withowt further finching,
though the struggle was deadly.  Ar this
critioal junoture a.shell struck Geoeral
Bidwell us he sat on his horse, holdi
his won to their work,  He wan s wan
tremarkably large frame, and the wissile

ing to n counter-attack, hut it in doubtful | te deluy, and again advauced 1o the

of the whlest ot penecals ™

" - *

if such & movesont would have beon suc- | charge, this time by General Getty's di-
oewsful, ux the army was wuch  dishoart- | rection on the double quick, its comman-
ened.  Ntill we now  had an oppertunity | der baviog complained that he could not
1o rest, il even to hirvak st lmlgll[\', in | take his men over the opoen ficld at a
a sort of dogeed gloow, | slower pace, and with apparcotly voani-|

French's brigade now extondod from | mous determination to succeed. When
the pike down the hill ta Meadow Run ;| they woie noarly abroast of our position,
our own hrizade was still in the center of | belng Mill across the Ran, our bri

The setiunl number ol cannsn ouptured
was fifty-three, ineluding those Jost in the
morning.  We also took 1100 prisoncrs
hesides the enemy’s wonnded, with which

the villsge of Birashurg was crowded

. L -

The ouly offiver killed was Second Lien

ok . g‘d"' e j 5 ) h rem.
the division acros the Run, and \\'nr--;murnl over the wall which had vovered :::t :‘;:;:t _:m:,.m:x:;,hl,!:“",‘_ “fi;_

nor's o our right.  The 3d division fol- | it sl rushed promiscuously into the o/ Fwtork o in
lowed by the Dt aud the 10 sorps were | de sar by the mill-pond.  The attack was ::r'E:m‘ilr\:::r:::gi‘w:‘:,ﬁ'?;::I:Ih:
comiug up 10 prolowg our line. _ Aoross suctcful,aud the graup of luildiogs from iy death. A commission previously is-
the pike on the et wore two divisions of | which ":"‘- coemy fled in confusion to o sued 1o Livutenant Duhigg as rn;-u'in ol
cavaley, and Crook's commnud also there | wall which I'W""’“’d. their second line, the same compay (M) had, in like mau-
sttempted a shadow of & formation,though | was us good a t’:"'“"“"“ for us an i bad o oaolied the rogimont a dey ortwo
some of it had alrendy reschod Winohes- | beon for the rebels.  The of our .ﬁc.r that officer was killed ut the Ope-
ter, and the greater part of it was in u | brigade were now scattercd about the |
fair was to de 0 soon, A and mm’.ﬂdw"bﬂildl just uﬂtimd.
well ed skirmish line covered | some of them being behind and
our frout, which C‘olonel y. ofter | large bhay-stacks, and fully one-t

Oaptain Kdward P. Lee, a brother of
B WO | Lisutenunt Leo, and in the same
ird of eut, was among the wounded.

o




